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technique, described in Nature Medicine, holds promise as a potential new class
of drug that would attack cancers caused by defective proteins known as
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a different kind of defective protein -- one called a glycoprotein IIb/IIIa or
GPIIb/IIIa receptor. GPIIb/IIIa receptors are calcium-dependent integrins that bind

and activate coagulation proteins, triggering platelet aggregation, and thus
blood clotting. In blood, GPIIb/IIIa receptors help form a plug to stop bleeding

after a wound has been created. After the plug has formed, blood flows through
small channels formed by platelets that have aggregated around the lesion.
These channels form a seal that helps to stop fluid loss from the wound. The

channels then break down to dissolve the blood clot. It is this function that is the
problem for GPIIb/IIIa receptor-associated diseases, such as unstable angina,

myocardial infarction and stroke. These diseases are characterized by a build-
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